[Conservative therapy of gallstones].
In recent years, open cholecystectomy has increasingly been replaced by laparoscopic cholecystectomy, and the latter is now regarded as the standard procedure. As a result of this development, the modalities of conservative treatment of gallstones have lost importance overall, although they may still be of use in the individual case. The following modalities are described, and the indications for their use discussed: litholysis with the aid of bile acids, contact litholysis with ether, ESWL.